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your local Louisiana Land  
Bank branch office.

Committed to Agriculture, Proud to Be Different
At Louisiana Land Bank, ACA, we often talk about how we support 
rural communities and agriculture. It’s our mission to provide a 
reliable source of capital, at a competitive value, to every creditworthy 
stockholder in Louisiana. 

As a cooperative we are owned by you and our many stockholders. 
Our board members are borrowers themselves who are voted into 
office by their fellow stockholders. They provide important direction 
and ensure the safety and soundness of our finances.

At the end of each successful year, our customer-owners benefit 
in a unique manner. Our net income is used in only two ways: It’s retained as capital by our 
association to build financial strength that ensures continued lending; and it’s passed on to  
you as patronage dividends that effectively lower your cost of borrowing. An example would  
be the patronage most recently paid in April: We returned $7 million to stockholders, 
effectively lowering the cost of borrowing to the stockholder by one percentage point. This 
year’s record-level patronage brings the total patronage returned in the past five years alone  
to nearly $27 million.

Ultimately, however, what makes the Louisiana Land Bank, ACA different is experienced staff 
and personal relationships. What’s more, our deep understanding of agriculture is genuine. 
Most of us grew up on farms and in rural areas. Some of us still have a hand in farming and/
or ranching, so we personally understand the business decisions you face. When one of our 
lenders comes to your farm to discuss your challenges and the needs of your operation, you 
can be confident that you are working with a professional who can tailor a loan with the terms 
that meet those needs.

I believe our mission is critical to the financial stability of rural Louisiana. It is my 
commitment to our stockholders that we will make every effort to serve this mission well into 
the future. Join me in making your association stronger. Refer Louisiana Land Bank, ACA to 
your friends and neighbors. Tell them about your experience and about the patronage checks 
you have received.

Sincerely,

 
F. Stephen Austin  
Chief Executive Officer
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Administrative
P.O. Box 4806 (71211)
2413 Tower Drive
Monroe, LA 71201
(318) 387-7535
(318) 388-3023 fax

Alexandria
P.O. Box 7578 (71306)
3640 Bayou Rapides Road
Alexandria, LA 71303
(318) 442-8896
(318) 442-8898 fax

Arcadia
P.O. Box 450
594 Gap Farm Road, Suite A
Arcadia, LA 71001
(318) 263-2265
(318) 263-9191 fax

Crowley
P.O. Box 1857 (70527)
408 N. Parkerson Ave., Suite A
Crowley, LA 70526
(337) 783-0466
(337) 783-0540 fax

Hammond
P.O. Box 37 (70404)
810 C.M. Fagan Drive, Suite B
Hammond, LA 70403
(985) 542-1142
(985) 542-1107 fax

Monroe
P.O. Box 4875 (71211)
2411 Tower Drive
Monroe, LA 71201
(318) 387-0636
(318) 387-3689 fax

Opelousas
P.O. Box 432 (70571)
5073 I-49 South Service Road
Opelousas, LA 70570
(337) 942-1461
(337) 942-1103 fax

Port Allen
P.O. Box 1208
3517 Hwy. 1 South
Port Allen, LA 70767
(225) 749-3522
(225) 749-8888 fax

Shreveport
P.O. Box 5009 (71135)
2137 E. Bert Kouns Ind. Loop
Shreveport, LA 71105
(318) 524-2900
(318) 524-2904 fax

Tallulah
P.O. Box 448 (71284)
801 Johnson St.
Tallulah, LA 71282
(318) 574-5800
(318) 574-4251 fax

Winnsboro
P.O. Box 518
4255 Front St.
Winnsboro, LA 71295
(318) 435-5308
(318) 435-7406 fax 

Part of the Farm Credit System

LouisianaLandBank.com
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ON THE COVER
Featured Borrowers  
Charlie and Daisy Schudmak

Louisiana Land Bank is proud to 
feature borrowers Charlie and 
Daisy Schudmak of Port Allen, La., 
on the cover of this Landscapes 
issue. Charlie is president of the 
American Sugar Cane League and 
chief operating officer of Cora Texas 
Manufacturing Co., a sugar mill in 
which his family has been involved 
since 1919. An active member of 
her community, Daisy founded two 
programs through her church to 
benefit cancer patients. The couple, 

who also grow 
sugarcane, 
represented 
Louisiana Land 
Bank at the 
2017 Farm 
Credit Young 
Leaders 
Program. 

Louisiana Land Bank Staff Attend  
farmer appreciation dinner

Barry Fontenot, vice president and branch manager, far right, and Jacob Nugier, loan 
officer, far left, represented the Crowley branch office at the annual Acadia Parish 
Farmer Appreciation Dinner at the International Rice Festival Building in Crowley, La. Louisiana Land Bank CEO Stephen Austin, center, 

represented the association at the Northeast Louisiana 
District Livestock Show Supporter Recognition Banquet at 
the Delhi Civic Center in Delhi, La.
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Land Bank honored for sponsoring  
local livestock show

LLB Staff says “Thank You”  
to our stockholders



Amber Randall was hired as loan accounting and 
operations specialist I. Prior to joining the association, 
Randall was a title reviewer for a local financial firm in 
Monroe, La. She has several years of experience in loan 
processing and title work. She holds a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology from the University of Louisiana at Monroe.

Promotions     
Renee Kerry, senior loan administrator, Arcadia

Jacob Nugier, loan officer, Crowley

Connie Wallace, loan administrator, Shreveport

Louisiana Land Bank Mentors  
Louisiana Tech Student

Louisiana Tech University graduate student Walker 
Magee got an inside look at what Louisiana Land 
Bank is all about when he recently participated in the 
association’s internship program. During his time 
with the association, he assisted in the Arcadia branch 
office, as well as in various departments within the 
administrative office in Monroe.

Magee has a bachelor’s degree in agricultural 
business from Louisiana Tech University and is 
currently working on his master’s degree in business 

administration with a concentration in finance.

Tyra Knight, vice president of human resources, said Louisiana Land Bank’s 
internship program has been beneficial for both the association and the 
students. 

“We typically look for agriculture, business or finance candidates for our 
internship program, and receive a great sense of satisfaction in helping train 
future agricultural and business leaders,” Knight said. 
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Louisiana Land Bank had another successful year in 2017. As a result 
of our solid financial performance, the Louisiana Land Bank Board of 
Directors approved a cash patronage payment of $7 million. Patronage 
checks were mailed to eligible stockholders in April. 

The size of your individual patronage payment is based on the interest 
income your loan generated for the association. It effectively lowers 
your borrowing costs by returning a portion of the interest you paid  
on your loans. 

Patronage is a cornerstone of the cooperative business model. It’s one 
way we put money back in our borrowers’ pockets!

Louisiana Land Bank Pays 
$7 Million Patronage

New Hires     
Houston Fortenberry was hired as loan 
officer associate for the Tallulah branch office. 
Prior to joining the Land Bank, Fortenberry 
was an outside salesman for Schell Company 
Inc. He earned a bachelor’s degree in 
agricultural business from Mississippi State 
University. Fortenberry enjoys hunting, fishing 
and playing golf. 

Tonya Graham joined the Land Bank team 
as loan accounting and operations specialist I. 
Graham comes to Louisiana Land Bank with 
several years of managerial and accounting 
experience. She received an associate degree 
in business administration from Kaplan 
University.

Nicole Landry joined the Port Allen branch 
as office administrator I. Landry comes to the 
Land Bank with prior office administrative 
experience. She graduated from Brusly High 
School in Brusly, La., and enjoys spending time 
with family and friends.

Joshua Price joined the Land Bank as 
a collateral evaluator in the Alexandria 
appraisal office. Previously, he was a forestry 
parish supervisor with the Louisiana 
Department of Agriculture and Forestry. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree in agricultural 
business with a concentration in business 
administration, as well as a degree in forestry, both from Louisiana 
Tech University in Ruston, La. Price enjoys hunting and fishing.

PERSONNEL HIGHLIGHTS

The Land Bank board and CEO present this year’s patronage.

Winnsboro
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“As a repeat customer of Louisiana Land Bank, I would like to express 
my gratitude for the efficient and friendly way they have always handled our 
financial business. The Alexandria branch provided my husband and I with 
prompt service and answers to all of our questions. I would highly recommend 
Louisiana Land Bank to our friends and family.”

Robert and Barbara Ganey 
Alexandria Branch Office

“Through sheer divine intervention, we had found a beautiful piece of 
property that we very much wanted to purchase. We had never made a purchase 
of this size. Fortunately, our realtor, Doug Rushing of Doug Rushing Realty, 
recommended Louisiana Land Bank, and we met Kyle Glover. 

“It was very simple; they made our dreams come true. We had no idea as new 
potential landowners how to go about the process of purchasing a large tract  
of land. Louisiana Land Bank walked us through every step showing us potential 
problems and solutions, and helped us finance our dream. 

Kyle Glover made himself available at all times for any questions, frequently after 
hours. They [the staff] were and continue to be amazing. They continue to stay 
in touch with us and provide support as needed. The final result: 530 acres of 
land in Mississippi that is our tree farm, hunting haven, mental resort and peace 
of mind as future investment. For us, it would not have been possible without 
Louisiana Land Bank.”

Mark and Robin McInnis 
Port Allen Branch Office

Young Ag Scientists Awarded Scholarships
at 2018 Louisiana Agricultural Technology and Management Conference

The Farm Credit 
Difference
Four customers share their experiences and thoughts on doing 
business with Louisiana Land Bank. 

“Our loan with Louisiana Land Bank was for the purchase of land here 
locally. From the beginning of the paperwork to the end of funds distribution, 
we could not have asked for a more pleasant and professional group of ladies 
and gentlemen. And along with professionalism, they managed a personal 
and easy-to-get-along-with relationship. It was truly a pleasure to meet and 
do business with such a great group of people.”
 Joe and Gwen White 

Alexandria Branch Office

“Wes and I have had loans with Capital Farm Credit for many years and 
have had nothing but wonderful experiences. We first procured a loan in Texas 
[at the Conroe office] in 2004 for the purchase of 62-plus acres and found 
them to be so incredibly nice and easy to work with. Over several years we 
paid the loan in full and eventually decided to move home to Louisiana. We 
knew we wanted not only to purchase a large piece of property [238 acres], 
but we also wanted to build our retirement home. Louisiana Land Bank has 
made this all possible for us.

“Because of the experience we had with Capital Farm Credit previously in 
Texas, we immediately contacted the Louisiana Land Bank [Crowley office] 
and were so pleased to experience the same level of professional, nice and  
easy-to-work-with service in Louisiana. We feel that Barry Fontenot and 
his staff went over and beyond what was necessary to help us. We can’t say 
enough about the way they have treated and helped us. We have always felt 
that they cared for us as people, and for us this was important. 

“In addition, the patronage checks we receive each year are incredible, 
and we are always so happy that the company is doing well. We have often 
recommended the Land Bank to others because we feel so strongly about  
the integrity and the service we have received.”

George Wesley and Jill Whitman 
Crowley Branch Office

Stephen Austin, left, Louisiana Land Bank CEO, presented 
Christopher Addison, doctoral recipient, with a $2,000 scholarship 
from the association.

Grady Coburn, Louisiana Land Bank director and owner of 
Pest Management Enterprises, and wife, Barbara, presented the 
Master Scholarship award to James Villegas, center.




